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IMPORTANT 

UPCOMING 

DATES: 

• Sept 6th - School is 
in session 

• Sept 9th-11th - 5th 
grade swim program 

• Sept 10th @ 
3:45pm - Parent 
School Improvement 
Meeting 

• Sept 16th-18th - 
4th grade swim pro-
gram 

• Sept 19th - School 
Pictures 

• Sept 23rd-25th 3rd 
grade swim program 

• Sept 26th 6pm 
Family Fun Night 

• Oct 3rd - Smile 4 a 
Mile @ Metz 

Principal’s Connection 

 We have kicked off another school year and are in the full 
swing of things. Students have begun taking beginning of the year as-
sessments so we know where they are at academically in reading and 
math. Students will continue with these over the next couple of 
weeks, and then we will start our IE (Intervention and Enrichment) 
groups for reading and math in mid-September. Every students gets 
30 minutes of targeted reading instruction a day and the same for 
math. They receive this on top of the grade level curriculum. This is 
our 3rd year of using this program and we have seen very positive 
growth in our students.  

 Students will also continue to work on setting goals in reading 
and math throughout the school year. They will be able to share their 
progress with you at the first parent-teacher conference in October. 
As our mission statement says, we want every student to be success-
ful and grow. We also believe that every student can achieve their 
goals. Teachers created their lessons and share with students how 
they can be successful each lesson and even in other areas of the 
school, such as the hallways and cafeteria.  

 It’s no different for the principal than it is for the students. I 
have in mind how I can be successful as well. One of the areas that I 
want to make sure I’m successful at is communication. I do that in a 
variety of ways, one of which is sharing this monthly newsletter during 
the first week of each month to give you an idea of the major events 
coming up. Another way is through my messages on the automated 
texts, Monte Vista app, and Monte Vista School District Facebook 
page. You can help me make sure I am successful by updating your 
phone numbers in the office anytime you have a change. This way you 
get important messages about things going on at Metz. These could 
include announcements, reminders, or even information about an emer-
gency situation.  

 I also want to help when parents have questions or concerns. I 
do ask that questions and concerns are first shared with the teacher 
and/or staff member that is directly involved first before asking me 
for help. Here are a few other key people that you can ask for help: 
Josh Keeling (behavior interventionist) - for issues concerning behav-
iors between students, Kim Luitich (school counselor) - for help in how 
students can deal with certain social situations, and Rose Urbina 
(home liaison) - for questions around your child’s attendance.  
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Counselor’s Corner 
National Suicide Prevention week is September 8-14th this year and it is a great opportuni-
ty to talk about Mental Health. While we don’t have widespread talks with students about 
suicide, we do realize that some students do struggle with negative thoughts about them-
selves. This is something that affects everyone of every age!  One of every five people ex-
perience a mental health challenge. Suicide is just one example of a mental health challenge 
but it is the one that has the greatest stigma surrounding it. We want parents to have ac-
cess to some resources. Here are some warning signs to keep an eye on, although not every-
one who has one of these signs will be suicidal it might be a sign of some kind of mental 
health challenge. What you can do: let someone know you are listening, show your support, 
encourage them to keep talking, be direct, ask about changes in their lives, help them con-
nect with professionals or call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 
if they are in immediate danger. 
 
Kim Luitich, Professional School Counselor  

 
 



 

 

School Pictures 

 We will have our annual fall school pictures on Thursday, September 19th. 
Pictures will be taken by MJ Thomas Photography and are usually completed by 
lunchtime. If your child is absent, they can have their pictures taken on retake day 
which is Tuesday, November 19th. Order forms are being sent home with students 

and you can also find them at www.mymjthomas.com The student pictures will be used in the 
production of our annual yearbook as well. It’s never too early to reserve your yearbook copy. 
Ask the front office for details.  

Parent School Improvement Team 

 Do you have an idea that could be used to improve Bill Metz 
Elementary? Do you want to know what is going on with the school? 
If you are on the parent school improvement team, then you’ll be 
the first to know about student achievement and growth updates, 
the school and district budget, and school safety issues. The prin-
cipal will share updates with you and ask for your input and feed-
back. Let your voice be heard! There are quarterly meetings 
throughout the year so it isn’t a huge time commitment. The team 
will meet after school until around 5pm on these four days: Tues-
day, September 10th; Tuesday, November 5th; Tuesday, February 
11th; and Tuesday, April 21st. Elementary childcare is provided by our Americorp member so 
you don’t have to worry about what to do with your children for that hour. We encourage par-
ents to come and participate! 

September Family Fun Night - “Welcome to My World” 

We will be hosting our first family fun night of the year on Thursday, September 26th start-
ing at 6pm. Dinner will be provided from 6-6:45pm, and then we will follow with a rotation that 
will allow parents to get to experience what school is like for their children in various areas. 
Some of the subjects you’ll experience will be reading, math, science, PE, and music. We will 
also have a couple of optional experiences for parents who have children that are in the en-
richment and English language learner programs. Getting to do a fun art activity will be part 
of the night as well. Parents will also find out to use the Class Dojo and Monte Vista apps to 
be able to better communicate with the school and teachers. Students and parents that go 
around to all of the stations will be eligible to win a prize at the end of the night.  

Vision/Hearing Screening 

We will be having our annual screenings this Thursday and Friday. If your 
child wears glasses, please make sure they have them on those days so 
they can use them for their vision screening.  


